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Scott 
My story is about my wonderful 

husband, Scott. Scott was a fit and 

healthy 44-year-old who loved to 

travel, enjoyed good food, great coffee 

and even better wine. He was living life 

to the full. 

Scott and I visited my family for 

Christmas in the UK and unfortunately, 

during our holiday things took a turn 

for the worse. At that time, swine flu 

was rife in the UK and Scott contracted 

it at the end of our trip. 

We travelled home to Sydney, but during the flight, Scott’s condition worsened. When we 

landed, we went straight to the hospital emergency department. Scott was immediately 

admitted into the intensive care unit (ICU) and was put in a drug-induced coma. He was 

placed on a lung bypass, due to the severity of his illness. 

Scott stayed in a drug-induced coma for nearly two weeks. His doctors and I were hopeful 

for his recovery. But that was not our journey. Devastatingly, Scott suffered a massive brain 

haemorrhage that was incompatible with life; he was brain dead. 

Some time ago, Scott and I had had a conversation about organ donation, and I knew he 

wished to be an organ donor. I approached the doctors to see if this was possible, and it 

was. We were able to donate Scott’s kidneys to two young people, freeing them from a 

lifetime of dialysis. 

Our families have received letters from both transplant recipients who express their 

heartfelt gratitude with how life-changing Scott’s kidneys have been. This is a remarkable 

legacy of a remarkable man! On a lighter note, Scott was a huge sci-fi fan and I think he’d be 

amused by the idea of his organs living on long after him. 

My story doesn’t stop at the point of Scott’s organ donation and since that time, I’ve 

become a passionate advocate for organ donation. I’ve been embraced by the wonderful 

community of donor families and transplant recipients; their stories continue to amaze and 

inspire me whenever I have an opportunity to meet them. 
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I’ve had the privilege to share Scott’s story with the talented and dedicated surgeons and 

nurses involved in organ donation, I’ve shared Scott’s story in the media, I’ve met with the 

Governor General of Australia (the Queen’s representative in Australia) and I’ve even 

spoken about Scott’s organ donation on the steps of the Sydney Opera House at the launch 

of Australia’s DonateLife week; I think Scott would be pretty impressed by that! 

Scott is missed every day and loved beyond life, but I’m determined to live a life full of love 

and laughter for both of us. 

 

 


